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Introduction:

“Tax system reform plan” is one of the basic parts of socio-economic development strategies in Iran. This reform is based on a
comprehensive program for developing and deploying new Information Technology (IT) and improving the efficiency of the tax
system. In this program, integrated tax software and databases are created and developed in order to tackle tax evasion and tax fraud.
Despite the social agreement about the necessity of technological reform in tax system, changes are slow and no expected results
have been achieved. Factors, such as delays in the implementation of this plan and ambiguity about its socio-economic effects, along
with the conflicts of interest of the different groups involved in changes, have led to different perceptions among tax system actors
and caused resistance to change. Understanding the actors’ perceptions, possible conflicts, and agreements facilitates the design and
implementation of technological programs, as well as dealing with social resistances. This research focused on 3 groups of actors
involved in technological changes of tax system: policy makers (top managers of the Ministry of Economic Affairs and tax
administration) as the strategists of reform plans and tax officers and taxpayers, who were users of the new information system. In
this article, the different actors’ perceptions about technological changes in the tax system were studied. In this regard, a
sociological approach was deployed by using the concepts of structuration. In addition to Giddens’s dimensions of the duality of
structure, “duality of technology” as the Structuration model of technology was considered by the authors. This conceptual
framework allowed a deeper and more dialectical understanding of the interaction between technology, organizational structure, and
actors.

Materials & Methods:

Matching the concepts of Structuration theory with the
subject of this article, the actors’ discursive and practical
awarenesses were considered as a manifestation of their
perceptions. The actors’ discursive consciousness about the
interactions between IS and the tax system structure was
assumed as their explanation of the ideal state of this
phenomenon. On the other hand, their practical consciousness
was considered as their real experiences about it. According
to Giddens, structure is the sum of “rules and resources
organized as the properties of social systems”. In this article,
the structures included rules, such as laws, policies,

strategies, formal organizational structures, and internal and
external organizational resources, including budget, technical
equipment, human resources, and knowledge. In this study, a
narrative research method was used to go beyond personal
opinions and recognize collective views and mindsets. From
among the narrative research types, “analysis of narrative”
was chosen. The stories were collected as data and analyzed
with paradigmatic processes. Paradigmatic analysis results in
the descriptions of the themes that are held across the stories
or in the taxonomies of types of stories, characters, or
settings. Applying this method allowed the researchers to
achieve a general model based on the common themes by
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combining individual experiences. In this study, two different
tools were used to collect the actors’ stories. Due to the
difficulty of accessing the policy makers and senior officials
of the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Finance and the tax
system, their narratives were collected by referring to the
texts of the interviews and the ministers’ official reports of
economy and heads of the Tax Organization. Through
judgmental sampling of the texts, 11 interviews and reports
were selected and analyzed. The stories of the tax officers (18
persons were interviewed) and tax payers (24 persons were
interviewed) were collected through in-depth interviews.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion:

The narratives of each group of actors reflected their
priorities and expectations of technological changes, as well
as their experiences in this regard. The results revealed the
actors' perceptions about the consequences of technological
changes in the tax system, the rules and resources that
affected it, and how technology interacted with those rules
and resources. In addition, the conflicts and agreements
related to the actors’ perceptions were identified. According
to the analysis results of the narratives, the tax policy-makers
believed that the reform plans had improved the rules and
regulations of the tax system and enhanced its performance.
They emphasized on the role of IS in facilitating the
collection of taxpayers' financial information (as the most
important factor in tax audits), implementing new risk-based
tax audit methods, and deploying Bl as a tool. In contrast, the
tax officers and taxpayers believed that the reforms had not
met the expectations due to the lack of training programs and
cultural challenges. They believed that deploying IT had
complicated work processes and increased conflicts between
the tax officers and taxpayers.

Keywords: Structuration Theory, Information Technology
(IT), Narrative Analysis, Tax System
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Table 1- The basic themes and concepts used in the analysis of narrations
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Table 2- Actors' perceptions about the effect of information technology as facilitator for taxpayers
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Table 3- Actors' perceptions about the effect of information technology as facilitator for tax agents
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Table 4- Actors’ perceptions about the effect of information technology as facilitator for tax system
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Table 5- Actors' perceptions about the effect of information technology on the rules of the tax system
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Table 6- Actors' perceptions about the effect of available resources on information technology
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Table 7- Actors' perceptions about the effect of tax rules on information technology
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Table 8- Actors' perceptions about the effects of information technology on the tax system (in both practical and

discursive consciousness levels)
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Table 9- The main areas of disagreement in the perceptions of actors
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Table 11- Final analysis of the narratives of tax officers
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Table 12- Final analysis of the narratives of taxpayers
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Introduction:

As a source of government revenue for the provision of various social, welfare, and cultural services, taxes have a long history. With
regard to their role in the economic and social developments of societies despite the lack of desirable and a voluntary tax payment
behavior, it is necessary to identify the social contexts of tax payment so as to encourage trust and public participation in this
process. Thus, this study aimed to explore the social contexts for tax payment behavior and identify the conditions and factors that
play a role in increasing or decreasing public trust and participation in it.

Materials & Methods:

To meet the purpose of the research and achieve a deep
understanding of the social context concerning this issue, an
interpretive paradigm and qualitative approach was employed
based on the grounded theory. The theoretical purposive
sampling was used to select the participants. The financial
managers of production companies in Yazd Province in Iran,
who had lived experiences of the context and consented to
participate in this research, were selected as the target
community. 13 managers with different ages and work and
management experiences participated in the study. The data
obtained from the interviews were transcribed and analyzed
as soon as they were collected so as to reveal the relevant
ambiguous and sensitive points and obtain the final theory;
thus, the researcher could pay more attention to them in the
subsequent interviews. Sampling continued until the
theoretical saturation was reached. At the open coding stage,
the text was analyzed line by line (sometimes word by word)
and the annotations and additional explanations were written

as comments in the Microsoft Word file in the margins of the
interview text and the attached concepts. In the next stage,
the obtained concepts and subcategories were reduced to the
main categories and the core category was constructed in
relation to the main categories and subcategories obtained
from the previous two stages based on a fixed comparison
technique. Finally, to show the structure and process of the
discovery and construction of the core category, a paradigm
model was drawn up, which consisted of 5 sections: causal
conditions, contextual conditions, intervening conditions,
axial phenomenon, strategies, and consequences. Throughout
the process, we adhered to the ethics and scientific principles
by maintaining confidentiality of the information and using
nicknames for the participants, besides observing other
ethical considerations, such as participant’s consent and non-
manipulation of data.

Discussion of Results & Conclusions:
The research findings indicated 29 main categories and one
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core category entitled "tax value inversion". Based on this
paradigm model, the evidence from the participants'
narratives and theoretical design of the research was
presented. The research results demonstrated the formation of
axial phenomenon called "tax evasion/compulsory taxation".
In this way, the actors were faced by a situation that involved
coercion and mutual distrust, especially institutional distrust.
Accordingly, they were reluctant to pay taxes and even
avoided paying them. They made various justifications and
excuses to legitimize their tax evasion, resulting in the
reduced amount of the paid taxes. However, once they failed
in their tax evasion, they were forced by the tax officers to
pay them. In general, it could be said that a number of micro
and especially macro factors played a role in directing either
a voluntary or evasive tax behavior. Both cultural factors,
such as a weak tax culture, taxpayers' misconceptions of the
tax system functions, and their intentions, and structural and
macro factors, including political, economic, and social
conditions, played roles in the voluntary or odd taxpayers'
performance. For example, the results indicated that
economic anomalies, self-interpretation of laws, lack of
transparency of tax laws, and structural corruption played
significant roles in the taxpayers' increased dissatisfaction
and tendencies to evade taxes. Also, it could be said that one
of the excuses and justifications made by the actors and
taxpayers for tax evasion was a kind of covert protest against
the structural conditions of the society, such as political
distrust, social despair in improving the situation, expanded
injustice, and lack of transparency in taxation and economy.
In fact, taxation has lost its value and meaning and become as
an anti-value in tandem with the improper structural
conditions of the society, economy, and culture. All these
have led to collective/national disorder, reproduction of
anomic distrust, and very little development in tax systems.

Keywords: Taxation, Lawlessness, Social Participation,
Taxpayers, Institutional Distrust
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Fig 1- Paradigm model of identifying social contexts of tax payment
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Introduction:

Lived experience in the life-world is an interdisciplinary concept, according to which the sociological understanding of films is
made possible by a phenomenological approach. In this research, we extended Husserl's life-world notion to the world of films and
reached the concept of "the symbolic life world of films". Film is a social production and plays a role in the construction of the
social world. Therefore, it can be said that the world of everyday life continues in the world of films as well. In this world,
intersubjectivity takes on a symbolic aspect, that is, the characters’ lived experience is expressed in cinematic language. In the
symbolic life-world of films and the intersubjective relationships of characters, the themes related to the embodiment and self-
experience can be described phenomenologically. The main purpose of this research was to study embodiment and self-experience
in the narration and actions of male and female characters in Iranian cinema from the 1980s to the 2010s. The main question was
how embodiment and self-experience of the subjects are were constructed in the intersubjective relations.

Materials & Methods:

This research was done with the aim of understanding
embodiment and self-experience in the symbolic life-world of
films through the method of descriptive phenomenology and
thematic analysis. To this goal, 6 Iranian films were selected
from the 1980s to the 2010s by using intensity sampling, in
which the embodiment and self-experience of the subjects
were portrayed as philosophical and problematic ideas as
follows: Maybe Another Time, Hamun, Passengers, Unruled
Paper, Bright Nights, and Subdued. After selecting the
samples, deep observation and coding, as well as other
analytical steps, were performed. The key sequences and
dialogues of each film were selected and compared after
several observations. By replaying and watching the films in

slow and fast motions, we were able to obtain the data that
might have been overlooked in real observations. Due to the
in-text nature of this study, we sought to extract meanings
and concepts by coding the internal space of the images. In
the theme analysis, we sought the general structure of
meaning, not fragmented themes and categories. Therefore,
the findings of this study included the themes that showed the
general semantic structure and context of the subjects under
study.

Discussion of Results & Conclusions:

The results revealed that in the studied films, the characters
were in crisis in their interpersonal relationships and thus
constructed in the form of self/other duality. This duality was
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the fundamental form of the subjects’ experiences, in which
the self and the other were constructed in the intersubjective
realm. The social context, in which the films had been
produced over the 4 decades (the 1980s to the 2010s)
constituted a specific gender structure.

The embodiment of the subjects was constructed in the
context of actions and role performances, whether in the form
of a female or a male body. The embodiment and self-
experience of the gendered subjects were based on a priori
patterns in the collective intersubjective space that pitted
them in opposition to each other, the most important form of
which was confrontation of a man and a woman.

The subject experienced himself in the self/other duality
and the embodiment was a mediator for self-recovery or
transformation in the other. In the 1980's, this duality had an
individual form; the female body had no independent domain
and was formed in another absurd (male) mental framework.
The female body was an object that was extinguished under
the gaze of another person and self was recovered by another
one. In the 1990s, the self/other duality was drawn into the
collective realm and the subjects were constituted in the form
of duality of technique/collective intersubjectivity. The body
and the self were recovered in the collective intersubjective
frame and the nature of the technique was revealed in the
forgery of the subjects. In the 2000s, the embodiment of the
subjects was drawn into the realm of confrontation/transition;
the embodied action of the woman passed through the absurd
body of the man and left her in an abandoned world. In the
2010s, this contrast faded and the subjects were constituted in
the form of co-embodiment. The collective bond merged with
the fast-food physicality and sensitivity of the female body,
while the subject experienced herself in the metamorphic
form of the house. Contrary to the results of previous
researches, which had a fixed and static understanding of the
gendered body of the subjects and considered man as the
dominant subject and woman as being subjugated to the
patriarchal system, the findings of this study conducted
through a phenomenological approach showed that the
subjects were constructed in the form of a confrontation with
each other.

The dominant subject (male) in most films was in crisis
himself and thus an absurd subject. The woman was also able
to face, confront, and find transition from the man through
her embodied actions.

Keywords: Embodiment, Self-Experience, Phenomenology,
Film, Iranian Cinema
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Fig 1- Kian is in a dream and reality under the watchful eye of strangers and his resourceful wife
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Fig 2- Fencing kian's body
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Fig 4- Burning kian's case in the registry of records

in one of the nightmares
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Fig 3- The moment of recognizing kian's identity by
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Fig 5- Verbal argument between hamoon and mahshid
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Fig 6- Hamoon stared at mahshid on a pilgrimage
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Fig 8- Hamoon goes down the stairs of the crypt
after seeing the image of his dead body
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Fig 7- Azimi conquers mahshid
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Fig 9- The transformation of mahshid's face, from the object of staring to an imageless face
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Fig 10- Checking the time by mahtab and his wife: the separate areas of self and the other
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Fig 11- Passenger death technique: police report and the subject's body in a dump truck
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Fig 12- The return of passengers and the image of subjects falling in the mirror
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Fig 14- The Final scene of the movie and the closing
in the bedroo
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Fig 13- Roya is making up in the bedroom
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Fig 15- Clothesline, a parallel line formed on the background of family life
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Fig 16- Arguing in the doorway and passing Roya from Jahangir
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Fig 17- Dialogue between roya and jahangir with body rotation
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Fig 18- Physical position and asymmetric point of view of the characters
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Fig 19- Roya enters the young master's abandoned world and re-frames him in his own world

G Ol bl b el 05 SES > Jls s gl ] LS

d http://dx.doi.org/10.22108/jas.2021.131164.2204

U e s Ol b oa,bs, o 25 o5l

@ https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.20085745.1401.33.3.3.0


https://dx.doi.org/10.22108/jas.2021.131164.2204
https://dx.doi.org/10.22108/jas.2021.131164.2204
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.20085745.1401.33.3.3.0
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.20085745.1401.33.3.3.0

0 OLKan 5 (5,0l OB =

ar B P :\Asjlrk:éui&‘;“;'-t.i)l.li)i axdlas 10l ) (gloiws 53 555 &2 5 (Gl

23 UGS b 53k kS o 0535 (55 2 o)l (S regdise
i pylsdel L3l 1(75726") 4y S e s lams
Al bl Bab Sy (s S S 45 (S 5
OS5y cmdy oo a3 O (A0 i 4 sills
O 51 45 ol Il Olgr as Gt i 4 5 e 3
IS s am €5 s Iz sl ol 4 S lols
St 30 OF el 5511 B 5 355 00 3515 4

&S s

3l Sy 5503 2 a3l Dy pon 1) e gt aml HUS S > J s b, T S

3 st GOS0 OV Ly s e p sad 5 A
A e Sy (oS oS e DL ) S 1S
(49'34") 1 S oo Ol bl 4 L5y 50 e S5 5500
Iy Ol gzr sleal gy sl i V'b S5 s S ("T):”
Olgr Sl sl Llis e ol I slos 0300 &
G el i SLaSYl s (sLsh 45 865 A3l aan
Usl.oalaly L i gh :(49125™) 1 S o 5 L) e

Q\)Qj_‘ljbdg)cui%}@b Qﬁjc:_ﬁ&gu

Fig 20- Roya, moving next to the mirror, mysteriously reveals itself to another
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Fig 21- Kamran and mina while preparing fast food
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Fig 22- Shining light by a definite subject (kamran) on an indefinite object (mina) and the reflection of
different states in her
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Fig 23- Emergency staircase and living in warehouse; a metamorphosed form of self-experience in home
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Fig 24- The half-dead body and the storm that wakes mina from her sweet sleep
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Introduction

More than 464,000 people are killed each year worldwide. Homicide as a violent crime occurs in all countries, regardless of
political, religious, or economic background. It is considered as a major public health issue. In explaining homicide, some studies
have examined this phenomenon at the macro level and tried to explain the relationship between economic indicators and homicide.
As a result, 4 approaches have been developed. The first view is that by improving economic indicators, homicide rates decrease.
The mechanism of this negative relationship involves the effect of economic development on reducing or eliminating deprivation.
Economic deprivation causes anger, frustration, and aggression. By lowering the tolerance threshold, it paves the way for murder in
the society. The second view is that by improving economic indicators, homicide rates increase. The mechanism of this positive
relationship is that the improvement of economic indicators would lead to urbanization, which weakens social cohesion and control
by increasing heterogeneity and inequality and thus, the homicide rate rises in the society. The third view is that by declining
economic indicators, homicide rates increase. The mechanism of this positive relationship originates from Durkheim's idea, which
states that in the context of economic recession, one's status is impaired and individuals have difficulty in matching their
expectations and abilities. The last view is that by declining economic recession, homicide rates decrease. The mechanism of this
negative relationship originates from Henry and Short's idea of how people interpret this situation. If they attribute their misery and
deprivation to macroeconomics and its performance, the homicide rate will decrease, but if they attribute their feelings to
themselves, the homicide rate will raise. Although Iran is considered as one of the low-rate countries in terms of homicide, the
homicide rate has been fluctuated during the past three decades. Since there is no longitudinal study of the relationship between
economic indicators and homicide in Iran, the key question of the present study was whether there was a relationship between
economic indicators and homicide rates in Iran or not.

Materials and Methods

This time-series study examined the relationship between
economic indicators, including GDP per capita, inflation,
unemployment, women's participation in labor force, and the
internet penetration, and homicide rate during 1995-2018.
The research data were collected from the Iranian Statistical
Center, the Central Bank of Iran, the Iranian police, and the
World Bank. To investigate the short-run and long-run
relationship  between the variables, Auto-Regressive
Distributed Lag (ARDL) method was applied in Microfit 5
software.

Discussion of Results & Conclusions

Based on the results, the long-run relationship of economic
indices and homicide rate showed that GDP per capita and
the internet penetration negatively affected homicide and
women's participation in labor force had a positive impact on
it. Moreover, there was no significant relationship of
unemployment and inflation with homicide. The negative
relationship between GDP per capita, the internet penetration,
and homicide obviously confirmed the first theoretical
approach (the more improving the economic indicators were,
the less homicide rates appeared). On the other hand, the
positive relationship between women's participation in labor
force and homicide clearly affirmed the second theoretical
perspective (the more improving the economic indicators
were, the more homicide rates occurred). In the end, the

- Corresponding author

Ahmadi, S. (2022). A sociological analysis of the effect of economic indicators on homicide in iran during 1995-2018. Journal of Applied Sociology,

33(3), 83-100.

2322-343x | © 2022

GIOISIO

This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND/4.0/ License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).

d http://dx.doi.org/10.22108/jas.2022.127780.2072

@ https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.20085745.1401.33.3.4.1


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://dx.doi.org/10.22108/jas.2022.127780.2072
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.20085745.1401.33.3.4.1
https://jas.ui.ac.ir/?lang=en
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4308-1395

84

following two key limitations had to be considered: 1) Iran's
economy is mainly a state economy that is dependent on oil
export and affected by foreign sanctions. Thus, a part of
fluctuations in the economic indicators during the period of
1995-2018 was influenced by intensifying or improving the
above mentioned factors, which could not be controllable by
the author ; 2) There were other variables for measuring
economic indicators, to which the author did not have access.
It is clear that they must be also tested in order to obtain a
more obvious perspective on the relationship between
economic indices and homicide rates.

Keywords: Homicide, GDP Per Capita, Women's
Participation In Labor Force, Unemployment, Inflation,
Internet Penetration
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