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Introduction

Justice, a multifaceted concept, encompasses a spectrum of theoretical and societal constructs. While often perceived as a self-
evident and assumed notion, justice simultaneously presents a complex and challenging dimension in our society. Medical education
stands as a domain where the principles of justice find nuanced expression. The experiences of medical students during their
university journey offer valuable insights into their comprehension and conceptualization of justice, particularly as members of the
social elite. This study embarked on an exploration and analysis of perceptions and experiences of justice within the context of
medical education, encompassing perspectives from students, professors, and medical education officials.

Materials and Methods

This qualitative study was conducted in 2022 to investigate
perceptions and experiences of justice in medical education
in Iran. The focus was on medical sciences at universities
across the nation. Participants were selected from universities
affiliated with the Ministry of Health and Medical Education
(MOHME), institutions that play a pivotal role in medical
education in Iran. Adhering to qualitative research principles,
29 semi-structured interviews were conducted with
professors, students, and teaching assistants in the
universities of medical sciences. The interviews aimed to
delve into their perspectives on justice within the medical
education landscape. After transcribing the interviews, the
data were subjected to thematic analysis, a systematic method
for identifying patterns and themes within the collected data.

Discussion of Results and Conclusion

The study findings revealed that injustice permeated the
medical education landscape, manifesting even before
individuals embarked on their medical careers. The current

entrance exam system, despite its intention to ensure fairness,
disproportionately would favor individuals from higher
socioeconomic backgrounds, perpetuating inequalities among
diverse social groups. This suggested that the pursuit of
medical education remained largely confined to the
privileged elite. Within the medical education system itself, a
complex web of injustices intertwined, often leaving students
feeling a sense of unfairness. Enrollment practices, including
various quota systems, were identified as sources of
discontent and dissatisfaction. Furthermore, the students from
privileged backgrounds enjoyed an advantage due to their
superior personal and social circumstances. They were less
concerned about their future job prospects, sometimes
capitalizing on hidden or unreported income and securing
more favorable post-graduation opportunities.

The thematic analysis identified three overarching
themes: unequal structures, commodity society, and unfair
policies. The findings suggested that within the framework of
a commodity-driven, capitalist society, even well-intentioned
policies aimed at promoting educational justice could
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inadvertently contribute to perpetuating unfairness. This
highlighted the insidious nature of inequality and
commodification, transforming seemingly fair practices into
unjust outcomes.

Despite policymakers' efforts to foster justice in medical
education, the prevailing context of inequality and
commodification undermined these intentions. Ultimately,
the study underscored the need for a comprehensive approach
that addressed both the structural inequities and pervasive
commodification of education. Only by addressing these root
causes could we create a more just and equitable medical
education system that truly reflected the ideals of meritocracy
and fairness.

Despite the intentions of policymakers to promote
educational equity in the medical field, the prevalent context
of commodification and inequality rendered these policies
ineffective and potentially unjust. The practical
implementation of these policies often fell short and their
outcomes could exacerbate the existing inequities.

To address these challenges, there was a need for
adaptable social policies that could evolve alongside social
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changes. This necessitated a dynamic and up-to-date
approach to social policy formulation. A fair distribution of
job opportunities and proportional rewards was crucial to
ensure that talent was not solely driven by material
aspirations but rather fostered and channeled towards self-
improvement and societal advancement.

Moreover, there was a pressing need for theoretical
clarification of the concept of justice. While the notion of
justice was often taken for granted in Iranian society and
among policymakers, its complexities demanded a thorough
examination. The foundational principles of justice and their
underlying theories required further development, discussion,
and clarification. The absence of a unified understanding of
justice among policymakers highlighted the significance of
this theoretical issue. The authors believed it had to be a
priority for the academic community.
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Determinants, Commodification of Science
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