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Introduction

National solidarity transcends mere elite consensus, legislation, or political mechanisms; it is deeply embedded in the collective
unconscious, culture, and social experiences of citizens. It embodies a shared commitment to social cohesion, evolving into an ethical-
political ideal. This concept is crucial for governance as it promotes acceptance of ethnic, linguistic, and cultural diversity, along with
varying perspectives and preferences. Such acceptance enhances a nation’s political and social capital. According to Kaplan, national
unity and a sense of belonging among individuals are cultivated through the unconscious alignment of shared habits, such as enjoying
symbolic foods or participating in specific rituals. These collective practices and emotional experiences bolstered by governmental
institutions and symbols create connections among individuals, often strengthening national identity in the process. Given the
importance of national solidarity in Iran’s ethnically diverse society and the vital role of women as key contributors, this study sought
to explore and analyze the lived experiences and perceptions of educated Baloch women regarding national solidarity.

Materials & Methods

This qualitative study was conducted in the city of Zahedan in
2025, involving 28 Baloch women as participants. Data were
gathered through semi-structured interviews, which were
subsequently analyzed using thematic analysis. The interviews
aimed to explore the participants’ perceptions of national
solidarity within the framework of their understanding of
homeland.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion
The findings revealed that participants demonstrated a deep

attachment to the concept of homeland. However, their
experiences with social injustice led them to primarily define
national solidarity and unity in terms of justice. National
solidarity can be metaphorically envisioned as a “Baloch
carpet”. From the analysis, 4 key themes emerged: Iranian
interwovenness, inclusive justice, responsible governance, and
loyal agency. These findings suggested that the structural
phenomenon of national solidarity was rooted in a cultural-
historical context centered on inclusive justice, providing a
vision for enhancing social cohesion and reforming
governance practices. Furthermore, national solidarity was
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grounded in human interactions, perceptions, intentions, and
loyal agency. This conceptual framework offered a practical
foundation for policymaking aimed at promoting social
justice, fostering public trust, and ultimately enhancing social
capital. The study constructed the concept of national
solidarity in a gender-transcendent manner. Although it
focused on educated women, the results were interpreted in a
way that transcended gender boundaries. The thematic
analysis indicated that national solidarity held significance and
sustainability for participants when shaped within the
framework of Iranian interwovenness—a context built on
shared values and concepts that transcended ethnic and
cultural differences. In its tangible expression, national
solidarity recognized Iranian identity, drawing inspiration
from the cultural and social ecosystems of all Iranian ethnic
groups, including Kurds, Lors, Baloch, and others, along with
all religious denominations rather than solely focusing on
Tehran and centralized power. Participants advocated for
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responsible governance at the structural level—a government
that embodied justice, transparency, and anti-corruption in
both its structures and actions. Loyal agency, at the micro
level, was not merely an emotional or historical necessity, but
a collective practice reflected in wealth generation, education
for future generations, and informed selection of responsible
leaders. The study’s findings, emphasizing lived experiences
and themes, such as inclusive justice and loyal agency,
enriched the conceptual discourse on national solidarity. The
metaphor of the “Baloch Carpet” and the theme of Iranian
interwovenness as a conceptual framework offer an innovative
approach to deepening the understanding of national solidarity
in multicultural contexts and warrant further exploration in
future research.

Keywords: National Solidarity, Iran, Social Justice, Baloch
Women, Iranshahri Interwovenness.
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