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Introduction

The prevalence and recurrence of crime are significant concerns for various societies, including Iran. Among the groups affected, the
immigrant youth are known to commit a portion of these crimes. This study aimed to develop and describe a comprehensive social
work model for the social reintegration of immigrant youth involved in recidivism. A careful review of domestic research and literature
reveals a gap in the availability of a specific, codified intervention model for the social reintegration of offenders, both within prisons
and as part of society at large. The model proposed in this study adopted a social work perspective, employing a systemic approach
rooted in a profound understanding of the experiences of individuals affected by crime and recidivism. Ultimately, the final design
incorporated insights and recommendations from experts in the field, paving the way for the development of an effective and

contextually relevant empirical model.

Materials & Methods

This research employed a qualitative methodology. To achieve
the primary objectives of the study, a 3-stage research process
was implemented. In the first stage, the study investigated
immigrant youths’ understanding of the recurrence of criminal
behaviors and their various dimensions. The sample
population for this phase consisted of 26 immigrant youths
involved in theft and drug-related crimes, all of whom had a
history of recidivism and were incarcerated at the time of the
research in 2023. Evidence, including daily interactions with
various convicts and insights from colleagues, indicated that
drug-related and theft-related offenses were most prevalent
among immigrant youths. Consequently, the criteria for
inclusion in the study were being involved in drug crimes or
theft, being an immigrant, belonging to the demographic
convicted youth, and having a history of recidivism. In the
second stage, the perspectives of experts regarding
considerations and interventions relevant to social integration
were explored in response to the main research question. This

section included a sample size of 10 experts. Data collection
in both stages was conducted through semi-structured
interviews. The collected data were subsequently analyzed by
using theoretical coding and thematic analysis. In the third
stage, the findings from the first two sections were integrated
and professional judgment was used to explore various
dimensions related to the main research question. Ultimately,
the case management model was selected as the representative
framework for social work aimed at the social reintegration of
the target group.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

The case management model emerged from the integration of
qualitative research findings aimed at addressing the primary
research question. The insights gained from the first part of the
study, which focused on understanding the recidivism process
among immigrant youth, served as the foundation for outlining
the various stages of case management. Meanwhile, the
findings from the second part, which examined considerations
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and interventions pertinent to the social reintegration of
immigrant youth, informed the descriptions of interventions
tailored to this target group. According to the case
management model, the social reintegration process
comprised 7 main stages: case finding, psychosocial
assessment, goal setting and planning, intervention and action,
monitoring and evaluation, follow-up, and community-based
care interventions. Based on these stages, social worker’s
interventions for reintegrating the target group unfolded across
two primary phases: during incarceration and after release.
This approach emphasized the continuity of the case
management process as individual’s transition from prison to
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community reintegration. It could be concluded that the case
management model was applicable not only to individuals
convicted of theft and drug-related offenses, but also to a
broader range of offenders, who required social work
interventions. By considering the specific contexts of these
individuals, the model could facilitate improvements in their
circumstances and promote successful reintegration into
society.

Keywords: Social Reintegration, Social Work, Immigrant
Youth, Recidivism, Convicts.
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Table 1 - Network of themes related to the recidivism process of immigrant youth convicted of theft and drugs
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Table 2- Network of themes related to interventions for the social reintegration of convicted immigrant youth
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Table 3- Classification of convicts (immigrant youth convicted of theft and drugs) based on risk status and
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Fig 1- Identifying the needs of convicts levels
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Fig 2- Objectives of case management interventions (priorities)
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Table 4- Predicting the needs and specialized interventions of convicts based on risk status/strengths
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