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Introduction

Tolerance is defined as the acceptance and peaceful coexistence with individuals, who differ in values, beliefs, culture, ethnicity,
religion, politics, or economics. Social tolerance extends beyond mere endurance; it encompasses respect for differing opinions,
mutual understanding, reduction of prejudice, and creation of an environment conducive to constructive interactions. In Iran, a country
characterized by significant ethnic, cultural, and economic diversity, fostering tolerance can help mitigate social conflicts, enhance
solidarity, and improve overall quality of life. Previous studies have primarily investigated factors, such as religiosity, media
consumption, cultural intelligence, and psychological capital. However, the relationship between economic capital and social
tolerance—particularly the mediating roles of social capital and cultural capital—has received limited attention. Economic capital
encompasses Wealth, material assets, income, and financial resources that facilitate access to social opportunities. Economic growth
and stability alleviate material concerns, promote civic engagement, and, by strengthening social capital (networks, trust, cooperation)
and cultural capital (knowledge, skills, values), create a foundation for enhanced tolerance. The influence of economic capital on
tolerance is often indirect; social capital fosters connections and a sense of belonging, while cultural capital enhances understanding
of differences. This research, focusing on the citizens of Isfahan Province, sought to explore the following question: How does

economic capital influence social tolerance through the mediating effects of social capital and cultural capital?

Materials & Methods

This research employed a quantitative approach with a
descriptive-correlational methodology. Data were collected
through two primary methods: library research and field
surveys utilizing a standardized questionnaire. The statistical
population included citizens aged 18 years and older residing
in Isfahan Province. Sampling was conducted by using a multi-
stage cluster sampling method. The province was divided into
5 zones with one city selected from each zone: Khur and
Biabanak, Kashan, Isfahan, Faridan and Faridunshahr, and
Semirom. A sample size of 384 participants (192 men and 192

women) was determined by using Cochran's formula. The
research questionnaire was developed based on standard scales
and employed a 5-point Likert scale for responses. Data
analysis was carried out using SPSS version 22 and AMOS
software. Confirmatory factor analysis confirmed the validity
of the measurement model, showing that convergent validity
(average variance extracted greater than 0.5), composite
reliability (above 0.7), and discriminant validity (the square
root of average variance extracted exceeded inter-construct
correlations) were met for all variables. Additionally,
Cronbach's alpha reliability was found to be acceptable for the
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main variables. Consequently, the research instrument
demonstrated ideal validity and reliability, ensuring adequacy
of the measurement model.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

The results indicated that economic capital had a positive and
significant effect (0.46) on social tolerance. Social capital and
cultural capital also played crucial intermediary roles.
Economic capital influenced social tolerance indirectly by
enhancing social capital (0.47) and cultural capital (0.51). The
coefficients for the indirect effects through social capital and
cultural capital were 0.23 and 0.24, respectively, underscoring
the importance of these mediating variables. The model's fit
indices indicated a good overall fit. Increasing economic
capital would improve living conditions, reduce inequalities,
and create opportunities for social interaction and access to
cultural resources, thereby strengthening social tolerance. The
findings confirmed that enhancing economic capital promoted
tolerance both directly and indirectly (through social and
cultural capital). This aligns with economic development
theories, such as Lipset's, which posit that economic
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development is a prerequisite for forming a middle class,
alleviating subsistence stress, and fostering acceptance of
diversity. Furthermore, this finding is consistent with
Bourdieu's theory on cultural capital, as well as the theories of
Coleman and Putnam regarding social capital, which suggest
that economic capital facilitates access to education, culture,
and social networks, thereby enhancing mutual understanding
and reducing prejudice. In the context of Isfahan Province,
improving economic conditions by diminishing inequalities
and strengthening trust and socio-cultural interactions can
foster greater cohesion and tolerance. Therefore, to promote
social tolerance, policy-making should concentrate on 3 key
areas:  creating  equitable  economic  opportunities,
strengthening local social networks, and narrowing access
gaps to cultural resources. Coordinated implementation of
these strategies by governmental institutions, non-
governmental organizations, and local leaders can facilitate
sustainable social development in the province.

Keywords: Economic Capital, Social Capital, Cultural
Capital, Social Tolerance, Isfahan.
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Table 1- Class-dispersion distribution for forms of capital and social tolerance
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Fig 2- Structural model of the impact of economic capital on social tolerance in the standard case
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Fig 3- Structural model of the impact of economic capital on social tolerance in the standard case
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Fig 4- Structural model of the relationship between economic capital and social tolerance through the path of
cultural capital in the standard mode
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