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Introduction

This study entitled "A Discourse Analysis of Modernization in the Second Pahlavi Era with an Emphasis on the Domestic Automotive
Industry (1962-1979)" investigated the complex and contested nature of modernization and industrial development in Iran during the
reign of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi (1941-1979). The article centered on the following question: how were modernization discourses
constructed, contested, and transformed through Iran's evolving automotive industry, particularly as a symbolic and practical
embodiment of national progress? The domestic automobile sector—exemplified by car assembly projects, such as the Paykan—
served as a visible manifestation of modernization policies. By focusing on this industry as a microcosm of broader socio-political
and developmental debates, the study explored the competing narratives of "modernity", “progress”, and “dependency" that shaped
the country's industrial identity in the years leading up to the 1979 Revolution.

Materials & Methods
This research adopted a discourse analysis approach guided by
the theoretical and methodological framework of Ernesto
Laclau and Chantal Mouffe. Their discourse theory places
language, power, and identity at the center of social relations
and examines how particular meanings become dominant and
hegemonic through political contestation. Texts, historical
archives, and industrial documents related to automobile
production were interpreted as discursive evidence—that is, as
structured representations of ideological and political
struggles.
Analytical tools derived from Laclau and Mouffe’s
concepts were employed to:
- ldentify the primary and central signifiers organizing each
discourse, such as "development”, "dependency”, or

"assembly industry"

- Map chains of equivalence or difference that define the
boundaries between modernization narratives and their
opponents

- Trace antagonisms between competing discourse
systems—particularly between Pahlavi modernization and
revolutionary counter-discourses

Assess the social and communicative outcomes that emerge

when one discourse temporarily gains hegemonic power
This approach did not merely describe industrial policy;

rather, it interpreted industrial speech acts—including
ministerial statements, propaganda, press releases, and
critiques—as sites of meaning construction. The method thus
integrated a conceptual framework with empirical data,
blending textual analysis and socio-historical interpretation.
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Discussion of Results & Conclusion
The results indicated that modernization under the Second
Pahlavi era was discursively framed around the automobile as
an emblem of progress and modernity. The Pahlavi discourse
attempted to anchor industrial development around key
signifiers, such as "automobile production” the "White
Revolution”, the "Great Civilization", and "middle-class
welfare". Together, these concepts formed a "chain of
difference”, which excluded ideological opponents while
consolidating a particular vision of Western-style modernity.
However, during the 1970s, rival discourses emerged,
primarily influenced by Leftist, Marxist-Islamic, and political
Islam perspectives. These counter-discourses produced a
"chain of equivalence", linking critiques of the "assembly
industry" with notions of "Westoxification" (Gharbzadegi) and
"dependency", thereby rejecting perceived Western-imposed
models of development. The Paykan automobile crisis
gradually became a symbolic battlefield between the vision of
modernization through industrial expansion and the

revolutionary call for self-sufficiency.
Ultimately, the failure of the ruling discourse to
articulate "empty signifiers”, such as "independence" and
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"self-reliance” led to the weakening of its hegemony. The
revolutionary discourse rearticulated these signifiers,
promoting an ideology of a "return to the self", which
delegitimized the industrial model as dependent and alien. This
ideological transformation played a key role in the collapse of
the modernization approach and prepared the ground for the
hegemonic rise of the revolutionary discourse in 1979.

This research concluded that the domestic automotive
industry was not merely an economic enterprise but a
discursive field of ideological conflict—where meanings of
progress, development, and identity were continuously
negotiated. It demonstrated how industrial policy both
reflected and reproduced broader socio-political tensions.
Through discourse analysis, the study revealed that Iran's
modernization project was deeply intertwined with competing
cultural and political imaginaries, rather than being driven
solely by technical or economic concerns.

Keywords: Modernization, Domestic Automotive Industry,
Second Pahlavi Era, Assembly Industry, Westoxification,
Dependency, Discourse Analysis.
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Image 1- Advertisement for Aria automobile,
an emblem of transformation from legend to
technology and from the carpet to the heavens
through the medium of the automobile (Tofiqg
Yearbook, 1970: 8/102)
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Image 2- A critical design depicting the trend of
rising automobile numbers and the flow of the
automobile industry under an article titled
“Anxieties” by Ali-Akbar Kasmaei (Negin
Magazine, 1976, Issue 140: 14).
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Fig 1- The metaphorical space of the discourse of
the modernization of the Second Pahlavi era.
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Fig 2- The metaphorical space of the discourse
opposing the modernization of the Second Pahlavi
era.
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