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Introduction

The survival and durability of any society require a minimum of social order. This order is achieved through values—general concepts
about what is good, right, and desirable—and norms, which serve as objective manifestations of those values. Norms typically appear
in three forms: ethnic practices, moral customs, and laws. By determining expected and predictable behaviors, they ensure social
order. Although the majority of people act within the framework of norms and contribute to the stability of society, norms are violated
by some individuals. Sociologists refer to the violation of norms as deviance and the violation of established laws as crime. Crime is
generally divided into two main categories: (1) crimes against the person, in which individuals are the victims of offenders and (2)
crimes against property, in which the property of individuals is targeted. Theft is the most obvious and tangible form of crime against
property. It is a type of crime in which the property and assets of individuals are stolen and removed from their control. Regardless of
the type, size, or level of development of a society, theft exists in all societies around the world and is considered a major social
problem. According to official records, approximately 17 million thefts are committed annually in the United States and 2.9 million
in England and Wales. Evidence indicates that theft in Iran has been on the rise in recent years. In 2006, the number of thefts in the
country was 156,627 and by 2023, it had reached 939,195—representing a growth of 499.6% over this period. The growth rate of
theft in Bushehr Province is even higher than the national average, rising from 1,061 cases in 2006 to 8,086 cases in 2023—an increase
of 662%. Theft entails numerous consequences. As a result of theft, social security is undermined, a sense of fear spreads among the
public, motivation for work and investment diminishes, and substantial societal resources are expended on confronting and managing
this phenomenon. Given the unprecedented growth of theft in Bushehr Province and its adverse consequences for the public, the
present study sought to examine this phenomenon within the socio-cultural context of Bushehr Province by using an interpretive
approach and from the perspective of individual thieves. Accordingly, the main research question was: What perceptions and beliefs
do thieves hold regarding theft? Subsequently, within the framework of grounded theory, the study aimed to address the following
sub-questions:

What are the causal conditions of theft?

What are the contextual conditions of theft?

What intervening conditions contribute to the occurrence of theft?

What strategies do thieves employ when faced with theft?

What consequences does theft have for the thieves themselves?
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Materials & Methods

This study was conducted within the framework of qualitative
methodology and grounded theory. The participants
comprised 16 thieves in Bushehr Province, who were selected
through purposive sampling. Twelve interviews were
conducted in prison in an office assigned to the researcher,
while the remaining four were held outside the prison with
prior arrangements. The interviews lasted between 60 and 90
minutes. They began with general questions and, depending on
necessity and appropriateness, were followed by more detailed
inquiries. The interview process continued until theoretical
saturation was achieved. The collected data were coded
through open, axial, and selective coding, during which
concepts, categories, and core categories were constructed. To
ensure validity, efforts were made to conduct interviews over
an appropriate and relatively extended period, enabling the
researchers to gain a deeper understanding of the context and
structure of the research topic. For reliability, observer
agreement and analytical comparison techniques were
employed: coding was carried out separately by two
researchers and the findings were subsequently compared in
group meetings. Finally, the research results were shared with
a researcher, who had not participated in the coding process,
and they were asked to provide complementary or critical
feedback.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

Following the completion of interviews and their review, the
data coding process commenced. Initially, open coding was
conducted by highlighting all significant sentences and
propositions and codes were identified. Subsequently, through
axial coding, concepts were extracted based on commonalities
among the codes. Next, using selective coding, categories were
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constructed based on the logical connections among concepts.
In total, 143 codes, 23 concepts, and 11 categories were
extracted. The results revealed that economic poverty and lack
of social support were identified as the causal conditions of
theft, social disorder and social deviance as the contextual
conditions, loss of rationality and family breakdown as the
intervening conditions, and planning and skill development as
the strategies employed by thieves. Finally, psychosomatic
illnesses, punishment, and social disorder were identified as
the consequences of theft. The findings led to the emergence
of a core category: "escaping constraints in an endless cycle of
consequences”. Within an inefficient economic structure
marked by numerous bottlenecks, individuals resort to theft to
escape constraints; yet, they rapidly encounter further
consequences, trapping them in a prolonged and recurrent
cycle of theft.

Keywords: Theft, Thief, Escaping Constraints, Bushehr
Province, Grounded Theory.
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Table 1- Demographic characteristics of research participants

< e Jlzsl a s O 5o cwlll e IS erazs Job w2 o s o
N Occupation W) Repeating Education Marital Age Name
] the theft status
Drug use Imprisonment
(Year)

5l e 4 s,ls bl Jabs 36 Dol

Yes Unemployed Yes Junior high Married Dariush
school

3,05 B 2 3408 u—.’.‘v“;ﬁ' J.al,u 38 Ol g0

Yes Unemployed Yes Elementary Married Mehran
school

3ls S 4 3ls sleal, S e 38 ool

Yes Bankrupt Yes Junior high Single Shahin
school

3,1 PRSI 4 3408 pawe Jake 36 Sbaadd

No Part-time job Yes Diploma Married Esfandiar

3ls B 1 3ls sleal, Jabe 52 sikas

Yes Unemployed Yes Junior high Married Mostafa
school

3,05 Sl s S 1 3408 pawe Jake 40 Jozeo

Yes Apprentice Yes Diploma Married Mohammad

mechanic

3ls L 3 3ls sleal, 3 e 31 bl

Yes Unemployed Yes Junior high Single Yadollah
school

3,05 30,k 1 3408 sty Jalke 37 s3la

Yes Part-time job Yes Elementary Married Hadi
school

35l )f)LS 2 34l 3l g & 3 e 59 e

Yes Worker Yes Illiterate Single Hojat

b)b ;)5 3 ))U} ‘}._:'Lo.'»lhl) S s 40 O

Yes Worker No Junior high Single Hosein
school

sl e 2 IRY Ry Jales 45 Aol

Yes Unemployed No Elementary Married Hamed
school

5l S 6 sl Ry Jabe 42 Ls,

Yes Worker Yes Elementary Married Reza
school

b)‘.} )L<ﬁ 1 .))UJ u_iwb S e 20 U’?"“}J?'“‘

Yes Unemployed Junior high Single Amir Hosein
school

5l S 3 sl slesal, Jale 32 s

Yes Worker Junior high Married Moslem
school

3ls LS 3 3ls pEwE 3 e 35 Oy

Yes Unemployed Diploma Single Hasan

3405 S8 5 3508 pawe 3 e 42 S

Yes Worker Diploma Single Mahdi
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Table 2- Results of open, axial, and selective coding

PLIwy sl 4.“,3.: pgee KLY
Core Dimensions Categories Concepts Code
/Gl‘}ﬁ s SE  dkdss s S
1N /s IS/ Bl S /b (oS
o256 Jls! /28 1 LS 65 S Gl s
Underemployment Laboring in palm-grove / Laboring in farms
/ mobile welding / casual work / seasonal
work / loitering / shepherding /
apprenticeship / guarding / cart driving/
3lasl i 550 U /65 25eas J S5 el il

Economic poverty

e Ll

Causal situations

Cole Ol
lack of social
support
Cod gdoes
LsnsS
o elezrl Sllal
P ) Soci'al '
disorganization
oLk

63@5‘ \;.:ﬂjfbd
Economic deprivation

Inflation

loo 3 16,8ak /ows sy J /55,8
/IS s 5 55 40 Sl éﬂj/&:'j’u il L;})'j

Lack of income/ indigence/ low wages/
meager earnings from manual labor/ having
empty hands/ indebtedness/ debt/ longing
for a car/ longing for a motorcycle/ being in

need.
& /J"Lﬂ & /‘Ji.o.]a.a Niy Aagj J}..J /@L&J

Sk s 1S53 G5B o/ lls ser 5
Hopelessness

Having no family or kin / lacking a
supporter / homelessness / loneliness /
absence of a reliable source of support /
being left without a guardian / parental
neglect / indifference from adults

‘_;.L:bt‘: /):\ﬁ‘:‘.l&‘/w'ﬂ/)ébgf/).lﬂd;)é
Bereavement

Death of a father / Death of a mother /
Orphanhood / Execution of a brother/

=25 /S5 GV slaay e /e slted
Jaydo 5L 5 a4 ed /3L 3 C)Bu/éé\.ﬁﬁl ol

i Enormous prices / High cost of living /

Dire economic situation / High expenses /
Steep school tuition fees/
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s slay! o 4o p 5o Rty
Core Dimensions Categories Concepts Code
BN ;Jj)' /CL:DV_LLA a5 SlEl/ s ol a5
Iod e SA3 Ially Ods /dd s
Salnt Myl s s
Inequality The need for daily bread / inability to
afford basic necessities / living in
impoverished neighborhoods / seeing the
wealthy / the lives of the affluent / the
astronomical wealth of the rich/
S5 Loyl PRESIND 1US 10530 5 10 33k /S 5 /05 i [ gt 1 K
Contextual sslel DLl il Drugs fdde [gs W I 558 58 /sy S
situations Social deviances Bang / Crystal / Heroin / Opium /
Methadone / Tramadol / Cannabis / Crystal
/ Cocaine / LSD / Weed/
s 0l iles [ 165 Olwss fobae Oy folms Olieys
Criminal associates S 30 L Blsl /35 Oliwss
Addicted friends / addicted relatives /
incarcerated friend / thieving friends /
associating with criminals
1 oS Ng23 1558/ leds s 15515 5k
d.lb QL’h‘ /ﬁ-{;
Sensation seeking Ambition / Showing off / Pride /
Quarreling / Seeking fame / Arrogance/
loss of rationality / . T,
T awyde 53 axdl o lges /s Ol s
L;....:)),a\ [Py . i .
Educational defici Dropping out of school / Lack of interest in
ucational deficiency gy dies / Incomplete high school education
/ Poor grades / Altercations and fights at
¢ ula . school
;d}‘hkﬂﬂ LS)LS;,<Z§/JJ%L¢)>LMJ‘}9>/)J.1L&JMZ>|
Intervening N ) .
situations CJ}U.» /).,\;7 L;\Ab.,\.: /J”Ub C,._‘B)S)w /abl};l;- BE

ol gl 3 cunS

Family breakdown

d)LﬂSﬁLr a}bﬁl}‘-
Imbalanced family

Sl S
Unstable family

S O
Siting

5 il Josl gl s slael /01055 e 108
Jesl gl 55 (650w Cndst Sl s esl gl s
Disagreement with father / arguments
disputes with father / physical altercations
within the family / parents’ taunts / father’s
use of foul language / favoritism among
children / addiction within the family /
history of theft in the family / evading
military service within the family
S5 leslgl Oy C}L« 1655Lb /s sdae

/d 5
Unsuccessful ~ marriage /  romantic
heartbreak / divorce / father’s remarriage /
stepmother / a crowded household / leaving
home
[ Jike 1S glaan S /sl glaer S

fotla Jb s Jibe /el 5 c; oS sla wls
[ 6 55w o2 J3le
Quiet alleys / dark alleys / vacant homes /

homes with little activity / homes under
construction / unoccupied homes
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Social disorder

a3l gl Suil o

Family breakdown

VY O 5 Ghoml g o s Ol 55 3 a8 558 0LL o Clee i b s Sy sl
s slay! o 4o p 5o Rty
Core Dimensions Categories Concepts Code
S5l Sy 4l ol pls &5 e /anin OLL S5 e /0t &5
- . .\Lﬁ. _
Strategy Planning Sdh-h;vl.) J e o I 1 O 53 e [ o g0t
cheduling Nighttime theft / weekend theft / theft
during a public event / theft during
ceremonies
)LS(.,:M.}S mm/@be)&.}‘)/A%)S\fﬁ‘f/)j}AcJﬁbﬁ
Division of labor Gt s S por
Motorcycle rider / alley lookout / pickup
truck driver / wire collector / person in
charge of cutting
/o8 g [ dsthe [3le s Lo S 5l bzl
g Teks 1653 s il ls Gile (s )
Instrument Using homemade keys / wire/ screwdriver /
insulated pliers / power pliers / slotted
pliers
Sios Lol alﬁ/ﬂl)\f.!;)gj\éjjaje/c_ﬂ;éﬂ
&,,SS /éjtlﬂ.a)\a)wﬁs‘/u‘mé:éé
Technique Rapid theft / taking advantage of the
absence of security measures / carrying a
sack / selecting an escape route / carefully
surveilling the location / Cutting off the
power supply
[y SAl 2 fos SanSs /03 S bsin
[ S8 [0k 5355 [Ss50 5y 0355
o ol /55 anlS Shs cuul
Body injury Falling / arm fracture / facial abrasions /
swelling of the head and face / bruising on
. the body / head fracture / knee injury
J“U.JJLS’L“?" Sl ol G IV e LS b 5 e /il
Psychosomatic L
illnesses Psychological trauma iy | e IO
Stress / feeling bad / high nervous tension /
body tremors / fear / panic
Osls s Sl A pspl ol 5 e
el s b /;J&j O3l Cws )-\/o.u-s Sleel _53-/g;,;¢>
Social reiecti Profanity / curses and imprecations /
ocial rejection disgrace / loss of reputation / loss of
credibility / ruin of one's life
Le-telyy Sl Sl 4 168 5ls /e $Sun /0I5 /(6 pStend
Consequences Punishment Legal penalty Arrest / imprisonment / conviction / court
FOB L b a3 /23 S (gole /5 1SS
Sl S e S
Soci(zilrilzrg;in(;arlm Repeated theft / normalization of theft /
associating with thieves / operating
professionally
Sl ol L3l /0153 pskael i /ST /G

/r).?un J\J_H
Divorce / displacement / uncertain situation
of the children / association with criminal
individuals
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